Cancer and the cancer stem cell hypothesis:
The majority of cancers are solid tumours, with eighty percent of these epithelial in origin and hence arising in tissues that include the breast, lung, colon, prostate and ovary [Visvader 08 ].
The specific cellular origin of most tumours remains largely unknown, with speculation that tumour heterogeneity may reflect not only the specific cell of origin but also the microenvironment in which the tumour arises, and it is consistent with varied responses to therapies observed across patient populations [Cancemi 08 ]. This tumour microenvironment or niche which includes the stroma, inflammatory cells and vasculature has a significant role in all stages of tumourigenesis. Tumours are generally characterised clinically at the gross 
